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1911, ‘1o Jan- “To continue the farce of allowing competition to regulate
2 1 r prices simply means that good and cheap gas (or electric service)
is forever impossible. It will still give to unscrupulous speculators
an opportunity te plead legitimate enterprise to such an extent that
the latter will become impossible, and the whole business will become
£o uncertain that only speculators can go into it, which means, of
course, HIGH PRICES, GREAT PROFITS, GREAT LOSSES,
AND MERCILESS EXPLOITATION OF CONSUMERS.”

These are the words of Prof. Edmund I. Jones, Ph. D, of the Wharton
School of Finance and Economy, Baltimore, who is recognized through-
out Europe and America as one of the greatest authorities on public utility
fguestions, and they are printed in the first volume of the Publications of the
American Economiec Aszociation.
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Which, do YOU think, ought to have more weight in deciding this
question of a eompeting electric light and power plant in Richmand: the ab-
solutely disinterested, unbinsed and impartial evidence of such specialists as
Prof. Jones and Prof. Meyer, of the Interstate Commerce Commissinn, and
Judge Cooley, of Michigan, and all the Public Seryvice Commissioners in the
land—or the purely selfish plea of the exploiter and the agitator?
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